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What is a Greenway Trail?
A long, narrow piece of land, where vegetation is encouraged,

which is managed for public recreational and pedestrian travel.



What is a Bikeway Trail?
A designated route for bicyclist travel typically along a roadway

In some places bike lanes are added to provide safer experience.



What is a Paddle Trail?
A long, water path that is developed with interconnected launch

points for canoeists, paddle boarders and kayakers. May include

camping locations and other points of interests along the path.



PROJECT SCOPE

County-wide

 Identify existing Greenway, Bikeway, & 

Paddle Trail Network

 Not a typical plan – very usable to everyone!

 Two components of the Plan

 Existing Map

 Proposed Map



PROJECT SCOPE

1. Existing Trail Map

 Show Existing Locations for Walking, Biking, & Paddling

 Existing Paddle Trail Access Sites

 Its County-wide Promotional  Tool that will function as the County-wide Plan

 Show existing trail networks as well as water access sites and trailheads

 Printed hard-copy, Full-color, & outdoor-friendly 

 20,000 copies to be printed

 Show connects between municipalities and other important destinations

 Available Online

2. Proposed Trail Map

 Conceptual Map

 Identifies Future Trails Needs

 Connect Missing links

 A vehicle to conserve wildlife habitats and open spaces in Brunswick County

 Promote recreation 

 Help fund Walking, Biking, & Paddling Facilities 



Where have we been . . . . 

 Started April 2015

 Secured Funding

 Hired Consultant

 Public Input Component

 Reach Out to Stakeholders & Large 

Land Owners & Special Interest Groups

 Research and vetting trail routes

 Drafted Maps



Working Together & Creating Partnerships



Town Participation
 Large Population Center

• Neighborhoods 
• Commercial Center
• Large Residential Population Base

 Great Destination
• Example: Brunswick RiverWalk at Belville 

& Shallotte Town Center 
• Landmarks
• Schools
• Commercial Areas
• Water Accesses/Piers
• Parks/Nature Parks
• Community Garden
• Cultural Arts Center

 Existing Facilities and Trails
• Water Access
• Parks
• Residential Neighborhoods
• Birding Trails



Project Revealed

 Most Existing Routes are On-Road 

 East Coast Greenway Routes

 NC State Bike Route #3

 Existing local bike routes

 Limited Existing Hard Surface Off-road Facilities 

 Brunswick Forest Multi-Use Trail

 Brunswick Riverwalk at Belville

 Carroll Street Bike Trail

 Need to Widen Focus to includes Nature Trails

 Need for comprehensive source for Paddle 

Access Sites.

 Large Community Interest in Trails

 Exciting Destinations

 Variety of Existing Trail Types Exist

 Variety of User Types 

 Variety User Needs



Plan Theme & Branding



What is a Trail Network?

AKA Greenway, Bikeway, Off Road Trail, Multi-use trails

An system of routes for walking and biking for the traveling

public that connects designations together



EXISTING MORE THAN A TRAIL MAPS

 2 Maps

 Existing Routes

 NC Port of Call (Bike Route 3)

 East Coast Greenway

 Town Bike Routes

 Holden Beach

 Leland

 Identified Places Regularly Biked 

 Boiling Spring Lakes

 Off-road Facilities

 Brunswick Multi-Use Trail

 Carroll Street Bike Trail

 Identified Parkland & Preserves with Walking Trails

 Ensure Routes that Connected Communities & Destinations
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IMPORTANT CAUTION INFORMATION
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Existing Greenway, Bikeways, & Blueways 

Facilities in Brunswick County
 Greenways

 Brunswick Forest Multi-Use Trail

 Brunswick Riverwalk at Belville

 Parkland & Preserve Trails –

 Brunswick Nature Park

 Boiling Spring Lakes Preserve 

 UNCW Ev-Henwood Nature Preserve

 The Nature Conservancy Green Swamp 
Trails

 Oak Island Trail

 Bikeway Routes

 NC Ports of Call (Bike Route 3)

 East Coast Greenway

 Sunset Beach

 Southport

 Oak Island

 Leland

 Navassa

• Blueways

• Town Creek Blueway 

• North Brunswick Blueway

• Waccamaw River Blue Trail

• Eagle Island Trails

• Oak Island Davis Canal 

• Sunset Beach

• Rice Creek

• Bald Head Island

• Festivals

• Oak Island Ride the Tide: Kayak Race & 

Float (May 13, 2017)

• Nature Fest Southport (Aril 29, 2017)

• Sunset Beach Paddle Fest (TBD)



PUBLIC EDUCATION COMPONENT



PROPOSED MORE THAN A TRAIL MAPS

 Conceptual Map

 Not funded 

 Exact locations, layouts and the routing of all trails and access sites will be designed 

and built on a case-by case basis and are subject to changes based upon on-the-

ground surveys, agreements with private land owners, and local jurisdiction approvals 

as well as funding availability. 

 Off-road trail facilities with a hard surface encouraged 

 The use of on-road bike lanes and natural surfaces are viable alternatives when hard 

surface off road facilities are not feasible

 Native plantings and wide corridors are encouraged

 Camping along paddle trails encouraged.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION                 

FOR FUTURE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT

This map is for conceptual purposes only and not funded at this time. 

Exact locations, layouts and the routing of all trails and access sites 

will be designed and built on a case-by case basis and are subject to 

changes based upon on-the-ground surveys, agreements with private 

land owners, and local jurisdiction approvals as well as funding 

availability. Off-road trail facilities with a hard surface are desired and 

encouraged for all trail routes. The use of on-road bike lanes and 

natural surfaces are viable alternatives when hard surface off road 

facilities are not feasible. Native plantings and wide corridors are 

encouraged along the entire trails network especially in Conservation 

Focus Areas. Camping along paddle trails are also desired and 

encouraged.



Next Steps……..



Questions, Thoughts, 

Feedback

Kirstie Dixon
Planning Manager
910/253-2027
kirstie.dixon@brunswickcountync.gov


